
 

 

   

 

PRESS RELEASE 
  

NEAR - NEwly ARrived in a common home kicked off. 
A two-year European project aiming to facilitate the integration of newly arrived migrants and 

international students in the hosting countries 
 

A new tool for migrant orientation in Nicosia, Milan, Lisbon and Perugia 
  

These maps will facilitate orientation of those who have just arrived in the city, making them “feel at 
home”, and encourage city dwellers to explore new ways of approaching their neighborhood 

 
Nicosia, June 2022 
 
From now on international protection holders, asylum seekers, newly arrived minors and their families as 
well as international university students and refugees will have a new orientation tool for their city: the NEAR 
"Unconventional Maps". 
 
These "Unconventional Maps" have been developed as part of NEAR - NEwly ARrived in a common home, an 
innovative European project facilitating the integration of newly arrived migrants (adults and minors) during 
their settlement in the host countries. The maps have been implemented in the neighborhoods of four 
European cities: Lisbon (Bairro das Galinheiras), Nicosia, Milan (Central Station-Martesana canal) and 
Perugia. NEAR aims to activate a process of mutual trust, knowledge and intercultural exchange between 
migrants and local communities creating a sense of belonging to a "new common home" under the claim 
"Home is the place where I am right now". It is funded by the EU Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund 
(AMIF) and coordinated by Fondazione ISMU (Italy) in partnership with Tamat NGO (ITALY), Cardet NGO 
(Cyprus), AidGlobal (Portugal), and Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore (Italy). 
 
The "Unconventional Maps" are a key orientation tool for newly arrived migrants and citizens. They have been 
conceived as true guidelines offering newcomers information and hints on the most relevant –institutional 
and unconventional – places and helping them settle in the new city and quickly feel "at home". 
These maps, which can be accessible via Web App are also meant to be a resource for citizens who wish to 
discover hidden spots of their city. What makes these maps unique, however, is that the "unconventional" 
places featured are the result of a co-design process conducted with the project beneficiaries, including 
diaspora members (Community Agents) as well as children and university students, who decided to share 
their experience, knowledge, stories, emotions and memories associated to the city.  
 
Anyone can also contribute to the maps with new meaningful places by sending an email to the project. In 
the cities involved in the NEAR project a series of activities will also be lead up to a treasure hunt scheduled 
for fall 2022 where citizens and newcomers will be the real protagonists. 
 
The "Unconventional Map" of Lefkosia (Nicosia), covers the area of Old Town Nicosia and its Walls, an ideal 
area to develop ideas, events and relationships. This neighbourhood has been chosen because it is the focus 
of immigrants, where many activities for integration take place throughout the years. A number of 
associations and services that support the newly arrived migrants are situation in the area, therefore it 
quickly becomes and well-known place for them. The area of the Old Town Nicosia (Lefkosia) and its Walls, 
provides for a safe space where migrants gather and find a place to call home. Ledras street, Onasagarou 
street and the surrounding parks, make up for a familiar and friendly space to interact, socialise, and 
experience a mixture of cultures. 
 
The "Unconventional Maps" for international university students. 

https://nearproject.eu/en/
https://www.ismu.org/
https://tamat.org/
https://www.cardet.org/
https://aidglobal.org/
https://www.unicatt.it/
https://www.giustieventi.it/siti-web/near/area/lefkosia/
https://www.giustieventi.it/siti-web/near/area/lefkosia/


 

 

   

 

Unconventional maps are also available for international university students who come to study in Nicosia, 
Perugia, Lisbon and Milan. This work is coordinated by the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore and involves the 
University for Foreigners of Perugia, the KES College of Nicosia and the ISCTE - IUL University Institute of Lisbon, 
with the aim of guiding newly arrived students as they enter their academic programmes. These maps not only 
contain orientation services offered by the universities but also key information on unconventional spots such 
as community venues, networking cafes and bars, sports centers, language classes, cultural places and 
suggestions for housing. 
 
The Unconventional maps for international students are available on Near website 
(https://nearproject.eu/en/).  
 
In addition to the Unconventional Maps co-created with foreign students together with representatives of 
international student networks, four handbooks have been produced to facilitate the orientation of newly arrived 
international students into the necessary administrative procedures for their stay in the city. 
 
About NEAR 
 
 “NEAR - NEwly ARrived in a common home" is a European project that aims to facilitate the process of 
integration and social orientation of newly arrived migrants (adults and minors) during their settlement in the 
host countries. It is funded under the EU Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) and is coordinated by 
Fondazione ISMU (Italy) in partnership with Tamat NGO (ITALY), Cardet NGO (Cyprus), AidGlobal (Portugal), 
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore (Italy). The project involves the cities of Lisbon (Portugal), Nicosia (Cyprus), 
Milan and Perugia (Italy) and aims to activate a process of mutual trust, knowledge and intercultural exchange 
between migrants and local communities, building a sense of belonging to a "new common home". NEAR aims 
also at creating a solid relationship between diaspora organisations, newcomers, local associations and citizens 
involved through a communication campaign designed with the beneficiaries of the project under the claim 
"Home is the place where I am now". 
NEAR will lead to several outcomes. It will empower diaspora associations members to become mentors for 
newly arrived migrants, it will facilitate access to services and labour market for asylum seekers and international 
protection holders, it will strengthen inclusion levels of newly arrived children of compulsory school age, and it 
will increase orientation and opportunities for newly arrived university students. 
 
Find out more about the project here https://nearproject.eu/en/ and follow us on Instagram 
(https://www.instagram.com/nearprojecteu/). 
 
 
Contact information:   
 
CARDET (Center for the Advancement of Research & Development in Educational Technology) 
29 Lykavitou Avenue (1st floor), Engomi, 2401, Nicosia, CYPRUS 
Tel: (+357) 22 002100 
Email: info@cardet.org 
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